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COLUMBIA HELICOP7ERS, INC,
November 16, 2005

Representative Darlene Hooley
Representative Norm Dicks
Representative David Wu
Representative Peter DeFazio

Subject: The Forest Emergency Recovery and Research Act (HR4200)

VIA FACSIMILE

Dear Congresswoman Hooley, Congressman Dicks, Congressman wu, Congressman DeFazio:

We are very encouraged to see that after !

: : years of several catastrophic fires of extremely large and
unusually des'tructlve force in the west, including in Washington, including the Biscuit zndrgB Z B |
complex fires in Oregon, as well ag others, that the House of Representatives has taken up with bi- !
partisan support to allow ys to develop an expedited, effective forest restoration program. :

As you know, groups like the Sierra Ciub and other environmental groups, adamantly oppose any (
intelligent management of our forests. They seem to believe in the theory of naturalism with respect
to forest practices. As an analogy, i this was our procedure in dealing with cancer victims or people
with heart problems, our medical care system would be considered a disaster, the life expectancy of
our people would be much lower and their physical condition much worse before they died.

The Forest Emergency Recovery and Research Act (HR4200) bill sponsored by Representatives
Greg Walden and Brian Baird is a great step forward for the health of our forests. Picture the
Tillamook and Clatsop forests or the area of the Oxbow bum had we not moved out dsad material
and replanted those forests. They are beautiful, vibrant forests that house multitudes of varied
wildlife and have very clean, excellent watersheds. If we left them in the mess we've left the Siskiyou
National Forest from Biscuit Fire, the B & B Complex area and the Warner Creek area, to mention a
few, we would have a desolate, fire prone, non-recovered forest for a very long period of time. That
means an unhealthy situation that does not improve our air quality, that is very nggative to water
quality; so we have a negative impact on fish, wildlife, human, and our general environment as well
as a very limited support structure for whatever wildlife exists in that particular area.
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November 16, 2005

thought out, balanceq bill,

We urge you to Sighupass is bi
ponsors of this bill. If you have concerns or questi
;vhy yrc:_u do_ no_t want to he]p restore our forest's health and therefo?‘e willonnso?rbtgoilrjw?rgtlseads :o
upporting this bill, we would like to be advised so that we can discuss this with you. "

Sincerely,

Michael A.' Fah
President

Lematta
Chairman of the Board

WLMAF/pir

cc. Representative Greg Walden
Representative Brian Baird
AFRC

OFIC
Max Merlich



